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WADE SCALE 
Statement 

HON BARBARA SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [9.52 pm]:  I support Hon Robyn McSweeney’s putting on 
the parliamentary record her serious concerns and those of the opposition about the death of Wade Scale, who 
happened to live in Rockingham in my electorate, so the case was known to me.  I want to add to the comments 
of Hon Robyn McSweeney that child protection in this state has reached a crisis.  We must put in place 
instrumentalities that have the ability to inquire into and investigate the reasons for the large number of deaths of 
very small children that are occurring in suspicious circumstances.  Without a proper investigation no-one will 
know at whom to point the finger.  I am not here to do that tonight, but I want to remind the chamber that this 
government promised to have in place by December 2005 a commissioner for children.  This government has 
failed by not putting in place that commissioner for children.  Part of that commissioner’s role should involve 
strong powers of investigation.  I quote from the Commissioner for Children and Young People Bill, which is 
before the house and to which I have proposed some amendments.  Clause 21 proposes that the commissioner for 
children should be able to ask a government agency or service provider to disclose to the commissioner relevant 
information.  Subclause (3) states - 

A government agency or service provider, or an officer or employee of a government agency or service 
provider, must disclose relevant information in response to a request under subsection (2) unless - 

These are the critical words - 

such disclosure contravenes a law relating to secrecy or confidentiality. 

The bill reduces the power of the commissioner for children to the level of an ordinary person in the community 
who might ring a department and get no information at all.  Members of the public cannot ring a government 
agency and get that type of information.  Even under the government’s Commissioner for Children and Young 
People Bill, the commissioner could not ring the Department for Community Development and ask whether 
Wade Scale was known to it because all children’s files are confidential. 

Another issue I want to take up tonight is that the current bill does not allow the future commissioner for 
children to deal with individual cases of child abuse.  The case that has been widely reported in the newspaper 
and highlighted by Hon Robyn McSweeney is evidence to the public of Western Australia that we need a power 
within this Parliament - I am suggesting it be a commissioner for children - to conduct a thorough investigation 
into such cases.  This government is not committed to providing a commissioner for children who has those 
powers.  Clause 22 of the bill states - 

It is not a function of the Commissioner to investigate or otherwise deal with a complaint made by, or 
any other matter relating to, a particular child. 

In relation to an individual child, the bill will prevent a commissioner from accessing the slightly stronger 
investigative powers granted under the special inquiries part of the bill.  I urge members of Parliament tonight to 
bring to their minds the death of this little boy in the bath.  We do not know whose fault it was.  However, we 
know that the father of this child has previously abused children, and we know that the little boy drowned.  
Nothing is clearer in my mind than the memory of sitting in the children’s summit that I organised in 2002 and 
listening to the New Zealand Commissioner for Children explain why New Zealand established a children’s 
commissioner.  That position was established because of the treatment of a little boy whose name was James.  
He had been living with his mother, who was in a de facto relationship with his father.  That little boy ended up 
in hospital battered and bruised 17 times before he was two years old.  The boy was placed back in the home, 
and his father was put in prison.  The father later returned to the home and at the age of four that little boy died at 
the hands of his father.  The New Zealand government then set up the children’s commissioner.  I am urging 
members to take heed of the warnings of the Child Death Review Committee that closely examines suspicious 
deaths in this state.  This government has not set up an instrument that has the investigatory powers to look 
closely at agencies that deal with children and that can investigate why these tragedies are happening and why 
our children are not being safeguarded.  I urge members of the government to hear our call and to do something 
that will protect children in future from suspicious deaths that perhaps could be avoided. 

It is time that the Premier pulled into line his minister responsible for DCD and all ministers who deal with 
children, be it in any area.  The commissioner that the government is proposing is a Clayton’s commissioner who 
will have only an advocacy role.  It is being denied an investigatory role.  My colleague Hon Robyn McSweeney 
mentioned the Susan Taylor case.  Why did a young 15-year-old girl have to go to 12 government agencies and 
why did nobody take her out of that community to protect her before she hanged herself?  There will be more 
child deaths in suspicious circumstances unless the government gets tough on investigating the reasons that these 
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children are being abandoned by government agencies and are meeting their deaths at the hands of predators, 
violent people and people who either do not know enough about parenting or do not care enough about 
protecting the children they have brought into the world.  I urge my colleagues to remember those two things; 
namely, that the Commissioner for Children and Young People should be given powers to investigate 
government agencies and to call for papers, and that confidentiality and legal professional privilege should be 
extended to the commissioner so that the commissioner can call in papers and details about cases and undertake 
proper investigations.  Only then will the children in this state be given justice.  The Commissioner for Children 
and Young People must report to Parliament rather than the government, it must be independent and able to 
investigate on behalf of children, and it must be an advocate for children.  
 


